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Year 4 Newsletter - Spring 1 2026

Welcome to the Spring Term

The children made a wonderful start to Year 4 in the Autumn term, and we will continue to
build on their learning as we move into the Spring. This term, we will be using The Lion, the
Witch and the Wardrobe as our stimulus for writing, while in reading we will explore The
Butterfly Lion by Michael Morpurgo. Children will continue to develop their reading fluency
as we study this novel, alongside a range of poems and non-fiction texts.

In history, we are exploring the Anglo-Saxons, focusing on who they were, why they chose to
invade Britain, and how their arrival changed lives for the people living here. We will
investigate Anglo-Saxon settlements, daily life, and their lasting impact on modern Britain.

In geography, our topic this term is world rivers, deserts, and mountains. We will be learning
how these physical features are formed, where they are located across the globe, and why
they are important to both people and wildlife. The children will also develop their map-
reading skills as they identify key geographical features on world maps and atlases.

Our music lessons will continue to take place every Thursday with Mr. Higley from the Hull
Music Service. We began the term by learning about Opera and have enjoyed exploring the
story, characters, and music of Carmen.

In science, we are beginning our unit on ‘States of Matter’. The children will explore the
properties of solids, liquids, and gases, and investigate how materials can change state when
heated or cooled. They will carry out practical experiments to observe these changes and
learn about processes such as melting, freezing, evaporation, and condensation.

Times Tables Rockstars

In preparation for the Year 4 multiplication check, please continue to encourage your child to
log into their Times Tables Rock Stars account regularly. Practising at home, alongside their
daily fluency activities at school, will help them develop confidence and speed in recalling
their times tables. In maths this term, we will also be learning about length, perimeter, and
fractions.

Homework and Home Reading

Children need to continue to read at home. This is imperative to help improve their reading
stamina and fluency. It should be enjoyable and therefore, if they read books that they have
selected independently, or news articles that they have found interesting, then we want to
hear about it. Children should read at home at least three times a week and return their
reading record every Friday. Children should also practise the spellings given in their grey
book and return these every Friday ready for their new spellings.

Thank you for your support,

Mrs Matchett
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